
Objective Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Punctuation Capital letters 
and full stops 

All sentences 
beginning with capital 
letters and ending with 
a full stop. Use 
question marks and 
exclamation marks 
appropriately 

Full stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks to be used 
accurately. Some evidence of 
Inverted commas for direct 
speech. Evidence of 
apostrophes being used 

Use capital letters, full 
stops, question marks, 
Inverted commas for direct 
speech, commas for lists 
and apostrophes for 
contraction mostly correct 

use the range of 
punctuation taught at key 
stage 2 mostly correctly^ 
(e.g. colons and semi- 
colons) 

use the range of 
punctuation taught at 
key stage 2 mostly 
correctly (e.g. inverted 
commas and other 
punctuation to indicate 
direct speech) 

Sentences Sentences make 
sense 
 

All sentences make 
sense. Some sentences 
are extended  

All sentences make sense. 
Evidence of using 
conjunctions to extend 
sentences (when, before, 
after, while, so and 
because*) and noun phrases 
to add details 

All sentences should 
make sense. Conjunctions 
(when, before, after, 
while, so and because*), 
noun phrases and fronted 
adverbials 

Use a range of devices to 
build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of 
time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms) within and 
across paragraphs 

Integrate dialogue in 
narratives to convey 
character. Develop 
settings, character and 
atmosphere. Vocabulary 
choices are rich in 
choice 

Handwriting Spaces between 
words and letters 
placed on the line 
with ascenders 
touching the top 
and descenders 
going beneath the 
line 

H/W to legible. All 
letters are on the line 
and orientation to be 
correct. Joining may be 
evident with some 
letters 

Handwriting legible and 
consistent. Evidence of joining 
letters 
 

Handwriting should be 
legible and joins should 
be more frequent 
 

maintain legibility in joined 
handwriting when writing at 
length 

maintain legibility in 
joined handwriting 
when writing at length 

Spelling Common 
exception words 
spelt correctly* 
 

High frequency words 
spelt correctly and 
words spelt 
phonetically correctly 
 

 

Spellings mostly phonetically 
accurate. Common exception 
words spelt correctly. Regular 
past tense words should be 
spelt correctly (children should 
know the rules when adding ed 
onto the end of regular past 
tense words) 
 

Spell correctly most 
words from the year 3 / 
year 4 spelling list, 
Common exception 
words should be spelt 
correctly with very few 
mistakes. When words 
change tense spellings 
should be correct- ‘ing’ 
and ‘ed’ suffixes 

Spell correctly most words 
from the year 5 list  
 

Spell correctly most 
words from the year 6 
list 
 

Organisation 
of text 

Sequence a story 
or a real life 
experience 
 

Sequence a story or a 
real life experience 
 

Create a story around a simple 
plot. Retell an event that they 
have been involved in. 
Non-fiction organised 
appropriately 
 

Create a story that has a 
plot and is arranged into 
paragraphs 
Non-fiction organised 
appropriately 
 

Write consistently for the 
purpose of the writing 
identifying the audience. 
Developing characters and 
settings 
Non-fiction organised 
appropriately 

Write consistently for 
the purpose of the 
writing identifying the 
audience. Developing 
characters and settings 
Non-fiction organised 
appropriately 



 

 


